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To our Guests: Welcome! 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
participating remotely in this worship service.   The Holy Spirit of God gathers 
us together as one.  May each of us be strengthened through his word and 
promise in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Current Worship Protocols at Messiah 

 
The worst of the Covid-19 pandemic seems to be behind us. Even so the virus 
lingers on. Some of us feel more threatened by it than others do. With this in 
mind, please note these protocols for our time together-- 
 

• We continue to encourage to sensible social distancing.  

• Masks are optional. Wear one or not as you prefer. 

• All pews are available for seating. Please be sensitive to the comfort 
levels of the people near you. 

• Singing is permitted. 

• At the sharing of the Peace feel free to greet each other with 
handshakes, though again with sensitivity to any who would prefer to 
wave or nod. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 
individual cups. The pastors and servers will make sure to sanitize their 
hands before distributing the sacrament. 

• In all that we do, let’s make it our aim to love each other as Christ has 
loved us all. 
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15th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 18 8:30 & 11 am 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

Prelude “Blessed Jesus at Your Word,” Bach/Walther 
 

Entrance 
 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

  
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word,” #520 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

C And also with you. 

 

Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love 
for one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your 
wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
sit 

The Word of God 

First Reading Amos 8:4-7 

4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
5saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the 
sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and 
the shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances, 6buying the poor for silver 
and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 
 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of 
their deeds. 

The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 113  

Sung in alternation by Lectern (Regular print) and Pulpit (Bold print) 

 
1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD; 
  praise the name | of the LORD. 
2Let the name of the | LORD be blessed, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore. 
3From the rising of the sun to its | going down 
  let the name of the | LORD be praised. 
4The LORD is high a- | bove all nations; 
  God’s glory a- | bove the heavens.  
5Who is like the | LORD our God, 
  who sits en- | throned on high, 
6but stoops | to behold 
  the heavens | and the earth? 
7The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust 
  and lifts up the poor | from the ashes, 
8enthroning them | with the rulers, 
  with the rulers | of the people. 
9The LORD makes the woman of a | childless house 
  to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah!   
 

Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7 

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, 
so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is 
right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is 
also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 
6who gave himself a ransom for all —this was attested at the right time.7For this I 
was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
Stand  
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Gospel Acclamation -- All 

 
 

Gospel Luke 16:1-13 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, 
and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So 
he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me 
an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any 
longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is 
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as 
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s 
debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He 
answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and 
make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he 
had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with 
their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends 
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may 
welcome you into the eternal homes. 
 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if 
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what  
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is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one 
and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and wealth.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
 

Sermon Pastor Bridger 

Silence for Reflection 

 

Hymn of the Day (stand) “Son of God, Eternal Savior,” #655 

 

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and 
the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Merciful God. . .  
C . . . receive our prayer 
 

Peace 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you.   
 
Greet those around you with these or similar words 



9 

 

sit 
 

Offertory “Aria,” Wayne Wold 

 
Stand as offerings are brought forward 
 

Offering “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 

 
sung by All  

 

 
 

If the Lord so moves you, you can make an offering by text to 855-913-1744 or by visiting our online 
giving portal at tinyurl.com/giveMLC 

 

A Let us pray.  Holy God,  

C Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth 
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who 
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to 
feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  

  



10 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit 

Communion 

 

Hymn  “Take My Life, That I May Be,” #685 

“Let Justice Flow like Streams,” #717 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his 
grace. 

C Amen. 
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Post Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace 

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “Rise Up, O Saints of God!” #669 

 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Processional,” Anonymous 

 
 

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License.net with License #A-702571.  
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 

 

Serving Today 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Krebill 
Preaching Minister – Pastor Bridger 

Assisting Ministers – Ron Coulter (8:30); Mike Thiel (11)  
Communion Assistants – Bob & Linda Stoddard (11) 
Acolytes – Noah Bridger (8:30); Nigel Copeland (11) 

Organist – Deacon Linda Kempke 
Deacons – Trish Kvasnicka (8:30); Amy & Mark Hunger (11) 

Usher – Joe King (8:30) 
Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Ruth Mortensen 
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In our Prayers 

• For the love and message of Christ in the world 
 

• For our church community during this time of transition and opportunity  
 

• For college aged students and college campus communities  
 

• For the homebound, and those who work in care facilities  
 

• For Janine Dunn ahead of her wedding with Nathan 
 

• For the ill and those with health concerns:  Andrew Boraggina, Marc 
Heidmann, Jim Huetter, Emily Linenkugel (Bruce and Silvia Albers 
granddaughter ahead of surgery), and Sue Nerlinger 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Sept. 18—DAG HAMMARSKJOLD, d. 1961, a Swedish diplomat and U.N. General 
Secretary, renowned for the way his faith in Christ shaped and informed his public 
life. 
 
Sept. 20—NELSON WELEY TROUT, d. 1996, the first African American to serve as 
a bishop in the American Lutheran Church, a predecessor of the ELCA.   
 
Sept. 21—ST. MATTHEW, the apostle and evangelist.   
 

 

God’s Word for Next Week 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 6:1a; 4-7, Psalm 146; 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services  
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Pastor – The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 

Interim Pastor – The Rev. Steven M. Krebill 
Pastoral Assistant – Deaconess Ruth Mortensen 
Interim Music Director – Deacon Linda Kempke 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Technology Manager – Jared Waugaman 

Building Manager – Jason Reynolds 
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf College Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
Communications Coordinator – Danielle Twigg 

Administrative Assistant & Pierstorf College Fund Business Manager – Lisa Daley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

